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« Ai Weiwei always incisive » 

Ai Weiwei is a high profile artist in the media but Samia Saouma, who runs the Parisian branch of Max 
Hetzler’s gallery, brings the attention back on his artworks. Around fifteen of them created in the last 
ten years (from €50,000 to €720,000), testify to the sharp dialogue that the Chinese artist, who lives 
between England and Portugal, is engaging in, with contemporary issues. While some artworks flirt with 
the absurdity of modern times, like this marble toilet paper, others far from make us smile.  Thus, Lego 
assemblies remind us of the assassination of Jamal Kashoggi, the drowned body of Syrian little boy, 
Alan Kudi or the selection of migrants off Lampedusa Island. The porcelains evoke the record-breaking 
auctions for Ming vases whilst steel bars denounce the lies of Chinese political leaders. Far from kee-
ping quiet, Ai Weiwei will also display his artworks at the Cordoaria Nacional in Lisbon (from June 4th 
to November 28th).


